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H appy	spring	everyone.	I’ve	already	got	my	bike	
out,	but	can’t	say	I’ve	done	any	yard	work!	I	hope	
you	are	all	getting	a	good	dose	of	outdoor	air	now	

that	we	can	come	out	of	hibernation!

It’s	time	to	spread	the	word	about	MRMTA	and	our	
conference.	Your	executive	is	doing	some	great	work,	and	
you	will	be	hearing	about	the	MRMTA	on	Classic	107.	We	
are	teaming	up	with	them	for	Serata,	future	advertising,	
and	are	excited	that	Chris	Wolf	will	have	hosted	our	
concert	by	the	time	you	are	reading	this.	Grab	a	coffee,	 
go	sit	outside	and	get	ready	to	read	about	the	MRMTA	 
past	present	and	future	in	this	issue	of	Take	Note.

THE MRMTA PAST:
Since	the	last	edition	of	Take	Note	we	have	had	a	coffee	
party,	a	scholarship	competition,	Musicthon	and	a	
fundraising	concert	put	on	by	your	colleagues.	There	
were	also	2	workshops	in	April	and	the	CFMTA	student	
composition	competition	deadline	was	April	9th.	I	hope	
you	enjoy	the	articles	and	pictures	from	these	events!	I	
must	comment	that	the	Grant	Park	Mall	was	a	great	venue	
for	Musicthon	this	year	and	I	hope	that	someone	steps	
forward	to	organize	it	for	the	2018	/	2019	season.	Feel	free	
to	call	me	if	you	have	questions	about	what	is	involved.

THE MRMTA PRESENT:
We	are	working	daily	to	get	the	website	up	to	snuff	
and	your	pictures	and	profiles	back	in	order.	We	had	to	
move	our	hosting	provider	and	in	this	move,	some	things	
disappeared.	We	do	appreciate	your	patience	and	please	
know	that	this	is	a	priority	this	spring	as	clientele	go	looking	
for	teachers	for	September.	

I	would	like	to	invite	you	all	to	go	to	our	MRMTA	Facebook	
page	and	join	the	group	that	Christina	Hutton	has	created	
for	us.	Here	is	a	place	where	we	can	discuss	and	share	
ideas!	

THE MRMTA FUTURE:
Conference	Conference	RAH	RAH	RAH!	(Sorry-	I	just	
finished	playing	for	a	week’s	run	of	“Anything	Goes”	
and	I	have	various	cheers	and	songs	stuck	in	my	head!)	
Anyway,	it’s	all	about	next	year’s	“A	Century	of	Sound	
Connections”	as	we	move	forward.	Annette	Hay	and	
Evangeline	Keeley,	our	fearless	leaders,	have	an	article	
in	this	issue	to	keep	us	up	to	date	and	give	us	ideas	
on	how	we	can	get	involved.	Do	consider	joining	our	
conference	team	“GO	MRMTA	GO”.	We	are	going	to	
show	our	Canadian	colleagues	a	good	time	in	Manitoba	
next	July!

Now	go	get	that	coffee,	enjoy	the	sunshine	and	Take	
Note:	Spring	Edition!

And	a	hearty	thanks	to	the	whole	executive	and	
volunteers.	You	all	make	this	job	easier	for	me!

Leanne Hiebert

the
President’s

Message
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104 SOUTHBRIDGE DR. 
(HOME OF JACQUELINE RYZ) 

SUNDAY JUNE 24TH, 3-5PM 
RSVP TO: president@mrmta.org by June 18th 

Join us for the Annual…... 

 President’sYear-End 

     WINE-UP 

All MRMTA members and their significant others are 
invited to come and “wine” away the afternoon 

amongst colleagues and friends. We won’t make you take 
on any jobs… promise ;) 

Good company, sunshine and appetizers for all ♪   
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MRMTA Executive 2017 - 2018
 

MRMTA EXECUTIVE 2017-2018 
05 December 2017 

 

POSITION NAME PHONE # EMAIL ADDRESS HOME ADDRESS 

PRESIDENT Leanne Hiebert 204.284.8581 president@mrmta.org 
56 Garnet Bay 

Wpg, MB     
R3T 0L6 

VICE-PRESIDENT Annette Hay 204-668-3520 vicepresident@mrmta.org 
735 Knowles Ave. 

Wpg, MB 
R2G 2K3 

PAST PRESIDENT Tiffany Wilson 204.488.3325 tiffanyawilson@hotmail.com 
621 South Dr. 

Wpg, MB 
R3T 0C1 

REGISTRAR Gina Wedel 204.284.8806 registrar@mrmta.org 
410 Niagara St. 

Wpg, MB     
R3N 0V5 

TREASURER Alanna Courtney 204.479.9597 treasurer@mrmta.org 
1086 McMillan Ave.  

Wpg, MB 
R3M 0V9 

SECRETARY Betti Canning 204.253.7744 betticanning@shaw.ca 
118 Woodlawn Ave. 

Wpg, MB    
R2M 2P4 

COMMUNICATIONS  
COORDINATOR 

Dianne Norris 204.452.6717 info@mrmta.org 
60 Queensbury Bay 

Wpg, MB   
R2N 3E8 

 STUDENT PROGRAMMING 
COORDINATOR VACANT       

MEMBERS PROGRAMMING 
COORDINATOR VACANT       

EVENTS/SOCIAL           
COORDINATOR 

Evangeline  
Keeley 

204.269.7549 egwkeel@mymts.net 
85 Laurent Dr. 

Wpg, MB 
R3V 1S1 

MEMBER AT LARGE Linda DePauw 204.488.6096 lmdepauw@mts.net 
566 Renfrew St.  

Wpg, MB 
R3N 1J7 

MEMBER AT LARGE Viktoriya Tuz 204.881.6564 viktoriyatuz@gmail.com 
35 Crystal Dr. 
Oakbank, MB 

R0E 1J1 

BDN/WESTMAN BRANCH Eleanor Epp 204.763.4489 eleanorepp@yahoo.ca 
R.R. #2 

Minnedosa, MB 
R0J 1E0 

SOUTHERN MB/WESTMAN 
BRANCH 

Wes Hamm 204.822.3095 wes.hamm@live.com 
PO Box 296 R.R. 2 

Morden, MB  
R6M 2A1 
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MRMTA Executive 2017 - 2018
 

MRMTA COMMITTEES 2017-2018 
05 December 2017 

  

 
 
  
 

POSITION NAME PHONE # EMAIL ADDRESS HOME ADDRESS 

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR Norinne Danzinger-
Dueck 204.338.0571 scholarships@mrmta.org 

47 Sovereign Cove 
Wpg., MB 
R2V 4X1 

  

PRE-DIPLOMA 
GROUP PRESIDENT Michelle Leclerc 204.253.1310 prediplomagroup@mrmta.org 

664 Nova Vista 
Wpg, MB 
R2N 2K5 

WEBSITE Bernadette Geras 204.254.2189 bgpianostudio@mtsmail.ca 
27 Lennox Ave 

Wpg, MB 
R2M 1A7 

  

PAPER 
SCHOLARSHIPS Eleanor Lwiwski 204.255.3403 elwiwski@shaw.ca 

86 Shoreview Bay 
Wpg, MB 
R2J 3E3 

YOUNG ARTISTS’ 
COMPETITION (TOUR) Muriel Smith 204.642.8549 muriel.smith58@gmail.com 

17 Sunrise Drive 
Gimli, MB 
R0C 1B0 

YOUNG ARTISTS’  
COMPETITION 

(CO-ORDINATOR) 
Virginia Heinrichs 204.222.5844 dongin@mts.net 

426 Dowling E. 
Wpg, MB 
R2C 3M5 

ARCHIVES Muriel Smith 204.642.8549 muriel.smith58@gmail.com 
17 Sunrise Drive 

Gimli, MB 
R0C 1B0 

CFMTA  
COMPOSER 

COMPETITION 
Jane Duerksen 204.371.2128 janeduerksen@gmail.com 

23 Southpark Dr. 
Steinbach, MB 

R5G 2E9 

CANADA MUSIC 
WEEK 

Lee Houghton 
Stewart 204.284.6354 leeh399@hotmail.com 

93 Canora St. 
Wpg, MB 
R3G 1S8 

EDITOR-TAKE NOTE Dina Pollock 604.614.3298 editor@mrmta.org 
32908 Bevan Ave. 

Abbotsford, BC 
V2S 1T3 

PHONE  Sister Josephine 204-284-5501 joschudzik@mts.net 
601-400 Osborne St. 

Wpg, MB  
R3L 2W1 

MUSICTHON VACANT???YOU??    
 

CONFERENCE 2019 
CO-CHAIRS  

Annette Hay  

Evangeline Keeley 

204-668-3520 

204-269-7549 
vicepresident@mrmta.org  

  
egwkeel@mymts.net  
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MY HOW THE YEAR HAS FLOWN & HOW THE CALENDAR HAS SHRUNK!!! 

Here are a few things that are coming up. We sure hope that you put 
them on your calendar! And please read between the lines! 

 

 

           IMPORTANT DATES 2017/18/19 
www.mrmta.org            204-284-8581               info@mrmta.org 

DATE & TIME EVENT & PLACE CONTACT 
 
Now that most of our regular programs are finished up, we will be getting busy planning more details for the 
conference. Members, I hope you think seriously about getting involved this year. It will be a lot of fun! We are 
still looking for a few executive members so beware- you may get nominated in the upcoming month! All the 
best as the teaching year comes to an end! 

 
Sunday June 24th Annual end of year “Wine-up” 

At the home of Jaqueline Ryz 
104 Southbridge Dr. Thanks Jaqueline! 

Leanne Hiebert  
204-284-8581 
president@mrmta.org 

July 3-6 CFMTA meetings in Toronto 
July & August Take a break and have a great summer! 

Practise for Next year’s Serata!  
Or Better yet, volunteer to plan next year’s Serata! 

August 1st Take Note Magazine  
• Fall Issue submission deadline 

Dina Pollock 
editor@mrmta.org 

Sunday  
September 23rd 

1pm-Luncheon 
1:45 AGM 
3pm- concert 

AGM and Luncheon 
CONCERT by Young Artist Winner 
ALBERT CHEN 
Fort Garry Mennonite Fellowship (150 Bayridge 
Ave) 

Leanne Hiebert  
204-284-8581 
president@mrmta.org 

JULY 3-6 
2019 

A Century of Sound Connections! 
Fort Garry Hotel, Wpg, MB CenturyOfSound2019.com 

Membership Renewal
 Submitted by Gina Wedel

After	our	membership	renewal	process	we	are	currently	at	158	members,	with	4	new	members	and	a	transfer	from	
Saskatchewan.		We	again	held	our	Early	bird	draw	for	Thermea	and	the	winner	was	April	Gibson.		Congratulations!



A surprising number of piano teachers tell  
us some version of this story: 

“I never planned to become a teacher. But  
I took on a few students because I needed 
money/I was between gigs/my cousin asked 
me to…and discovered I loved it. But I’m 
trained as a musician, not a teacher. How  
do I know I’m doing it right?”

An alternate version goes like this:

“I taught years ago and would like to start 
my teaching practice again…but so much 
has changed! How can I get caught up and 
compete with younger, more tech-savvy 
teachers?”

We can help. 

Now you can learn the essentials of piano  
pedagogy from the comfort of your own home.  
Plus you’ll graduate with a teaching certificate  
from one of the world’s most recognized  
music education programs. So not only will 
you know exactly what you’re doing; you’ll 
have the qualification to prove it.

Courses are offered in elementary, 
intermediate, and advanced teaching and  
are 10 weeks long. Reasonable prices.

An internationally-recognized  
credential in piano pedagogy.  
It sets you apart. And sets you  
up for success.

Enrollment is now open.

Classes limited to 25 students, so don’t delay. 

Apply today or learn more at 
rcmusic.com/PianoTeacherCourses

You’re already  
a great musician. 

Become a great 
teacher too.

http://rcmusic.com/pianoteachercourses


10     Take Note Spring  2018

A s	musicians	and	teachers,	creativity	is	part	of	everyday	life.	Some	days	we	are	more	aware	of	this	ability	than	
others.	For	example,	when	playing	for	a	wedding	and	the	bride	is	late,	the	organist	or	other	musicians	might	
have	to	be	creative	about	playing	something	–	anything!	–	until	she	arrives.	Maybe	you’ve	had	a	student	come	

for	a	lesson	with	a	broken	arm	or	sprained	finger.	Creativity	jumps	up	again	to	save	the	day	and	a	lesson	is	re-planned.

You	may	be	wondering	what	all	this	has	to	do	with	the	2019	Conference	that	MRMTA	is	hosting.	Well,	we	are	challenging	
you	to	come	up	with	creative	ways	to	make	a	donation	towards	balancing	our	conference	budget.

Here are a few ideas to get you started:

1.	 Have	a	silver	collection	at	your	student	recitals.

2.	 Match	the	amount	given	in	the	silver	collection	dollar	for	dollar!	You	might	consider	capping	that	just	in	case…	

3.	 Create	some	small	‘silent	auction’	type	prizes	for	students	to	bid	on,	either	for	a	limited	time	in	your	studio,	 
or	at	a	student	recital

4.	 Give	a	recital	yourself	or	with	a	colleague	and	sell	tickets	or	have	admission	by	donation.

What	other	ways	can	you	come	up	with?	No	donation	is	too	small	to	make	a	difference	so	let’s	get	 
the	creative	juices	flowing!

There	are	many	other	aspects	to	the	upcoming	conference	where	you	can	be	involved	besides	the	
budget’s	bottom	line!	The	planning	committee	has	been	hard	at	work	but	we	could	still	use	more	
volunteers.	

It’s	okay	if	you	can’t	commit	to	helping	for	all	of	the	next	14	months.	There	will	be	many	things	to	 
do	over	the	4	days	of	the	actual	conference	such	as:	introduce	presenters	(script	provided),	help	
attendees	find	a	workshop	room,	even	recommend	a	restaurant	to	someone	from	out	of	town!	

Please	start	now	to	think	about	how	you	can	contribute	to	the	success	of	this	national	conference.	 
Let’s	show	the	rest	of	Canada	that	we	really	are	“Friendly	Manitoba”!

Annette	Hay	and	Evangeline	Keeley
Conference	Co-chairs
Email:	conference2019@mrmta.org

Creativity and Connecting Ways 
 -to contribute to the 2019 conference
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B y	the	time	this	issue	of	“Take	Note”	reaches	you,	the	2019	conference	“A	Century	of	Sound	Connections”	 
will	be	14	months	away!	Excitement	is	building	as	plans	become	more	and	more	definite.	Once	contracts	 
are	signed	we	will	formally	announce	our	big	name	adjudicators	and	keynote	speaker.	 

	 	You	won’t	want	to	miss	this	national	event!

The	conference	website	is	up	and	running	at	CenturyOfSound2019.com	Information	is	being	added	as	it	 
becomes	available	so	please	check	in	often	to	get	all	the	updates.	We	plan	to	open	registration	this	Fall.

Could	we	‘whet	your	appetite’?	Here’s	a	preliminary	look	at	the	schedule:

Conference News

Wednesday, July 3 Evening

Gala	Concert	and	MRMTA’s	100th	Anniversary	Celebration

Provencher	Ballroom,	Fort	Garry	Hotel	

Thursday, July 4

Piano	and	Vocal	Competitions	Semi-final	rounds

Workshops	will	be	held	during	the	day

Trade	Show	open

Friday, July 5

Workshops	continue	during	the	day

Trade	Show	open

Vocal	Competition	finals	–	afternoon

Piano	Competition	finals	–	evening

Saturday, July 6

Workshops	continue	during	the	morning

Trade	Show	open

Final	Luncheon	with	Keynote	Speaker

 A friendly reminder . . .

Workshop	proposals	around	the	conference	theme	of	Sound	Connections	are	being	accepted	now	through	November	1st,	
2018.	All	the	submission	guidelines	are	on	the	conference	website	CenturyOfSound2019.com	so	don’t	procrastinate!	
Get	your	ideas	together	and	send	in	your	proposal	soon!

Provencher Ballroom

http://www.CenturyOfSound2019.com
http://www.centuryofsound2019.com
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W e	are	so	fortunate	to	have	the	CFMTA/FCAPM	President,	Tiffany	Wilson,	right	here	in	Winnipeg,	and	
appreciate	that	she	is	so	much	a	part	of	MRMTA	activities!	In	addition	to	her	provincial	involvement,	 
Tiffany	has	been	travelling	a	lot	in	the	last	while	as	National	President	and	in	that	role	has	been	hard	 

at	work	promoting	and	talking	up	“A	Century	of	Sound	Connections”.	She’s	also	collected	ballots	to	draw	for	a	free	
conference	registration	in	Saskatchewan	last	Fall,	Orlando,	Florida	in	March,	and	in	the	Yukon	in	April!

The	Conference	committee	wishes	to	congratulate	all	3	winners!	We	look	forward	to	meeting	you	in	person	at	the	
conference	in	July	2019.	We	also	hope	you	will	bring	a	friend	or	two	along	to	keep	you	company	and	so	we	can	 
introduce	them	to	great	Winnipeg	hospitality!

Introducing the Winners!

The	winner	from	the	Saskatchewan	
Registered	Music	Teachers’	
Association	Convention	in	October	
2017	is Shirley Dahlgren	of	
Moosomin,	pictured	here	with	
National	President,	Tiffany	Wilson.

Dr. Tim Shook	from	Southwestern	
College	in	Kansas	had	the	winning	
ballot	out	of	20	or	so	people	who	
entered	the	draw	at	the	Music	
Teachers’	National	Association	
conference	in	Orlando.	

The	winner	from	Tiffany’s	April	trip	to	
the	Yukon	is	Registered	Music	Teacher	
Joyce Klassen	from	Whitehorse.	She	
is	SO	excited	to	come	to	Winnipeg!	

Congratulations to all 3 of our lucky winners!
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T he	Manitoba	Registered	Music	Teachers’	Association	(MRMTA)	is	hosting	a	National	Vocal	Competition	to	take	
place	at	the	CFMTA/FCAPM	Conference	to	be	held	in	Winnipeg,	July	3-6,	2019.		This	competition	will	take	place	
alongside	the	CFMTA/FCAPM	National	Piano	Competition.		More	information	about	both	of	these	competitions	

is	available	at:	CenturyOfSound2019.com/competitions/

We	are	excited	to	announce	that	both	a	vocalist	and	a	pianist	will	be	given	the	opportunity	to	represent	Manitoba	at	the	
2019	National	Vocal	and	Piano	Competitions.		Competitors	will	be	chosen	from	the	Advanced	Level,	MRMTA	Scholarship	
Competition	in	2019.

You	can	find	the	rules	and	regulations	concerning	the	MRMTA	Scholarship	Competition	on	our	website:	mrmta.org   
It	is	the	responsibility	of	teachers	of	competing	students	to	carefully	read	eligibility	and	repertoire	requirements.

• Please	note	that	competitors	for	the	National	Vocal	Competition	must	be	no	more	than	27	years	of	age, 
as	of	January	1st,	2019.

Greetings Members of MRMTA

http://www.CenturyOfSound2019.com
https://www.mrmta.org/


cmu.ca/music
CMU School of Music
Find your place

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY

School of Music degree programs:
Bachelor of Music Bachelor of Arts (Music) Bachelor of Music Therapy

Concert Band  
New for September 2017

http://cmu.ca/music
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2 Hats, 1 President
 by T iffany Wilson

M RMTA	Past	President	was	away	on	official	
CFMTA/FCAPM	business	in	March,	visiting	
Whitehorse,	Yukon	to	help	celebrate	the	 

YRMTA	celebrate	the	50th	Rotary	Music	Festival	Anniversary	
wearing	her	presidential	cap.	She	was	busy	handing	out	
awards	and	giving	speeches	and	promoting	our	own	100th	
Birthday	next	year	at	the	Century	of	Sound	Connections 
Conference.	

Photo 1 - Draw	for	a	free	registration	table,	filled	with	
Manitoba	goodies	from	the	Conference	Committee.	 
Winner:	Joyce	Klassen,	YRMTA	member	and	lovely	wife	 
of	CFMTA/FCAPM	delegate,	Henry	Klassen

Photo 2 -	Ellen	Thompson	filling	out	a	ballot!	She	got	the	
answer	right,	the	next	conference	is	in	Winnipeg!

Photo 3 -	Yukon	President	Annie	Avery	with	Roslyn	Wilson

Photo 1 - Joyce Klassen

Photo 2 - Ellen ThompsonYukon President Annie Avery with Roslyn Wilson
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Motivate your students by encouraging them to join a vibrant 
community of music educators for exciting workshops at 

 

                                                 The Music Teacher 

                                            Training Institute 
 
This unique approach offers: 

▪ Exciting workshops with other piano students 
▪ A wide range of topics designed to inspire and engage 

aspiring piano teachers 
▪ “hands-on” activities, new teaching techniques 
▪ Preparation for teacher certification 

 
 Seminar I Elementary Piano Pedagogy! 
Date:  Saturday, Sept. 8, 2018  
Time:  9:30 am to 3:00 pm 
Place: 288 Whytewold Rd. Winnipeg, MB 
Cost:  $129 includes tuition, books, lunch and coffee breaks  
            - payable on seminar day by cash, cheque, e-transfer 
                Fees paid for seminars may qualify for the T2202A Tuition Tax Credit 
 
For more info and to register, contact 
Instructor: Eleanore McLeod 
Call: 204-222-7283 or 204-881-7015 
e-mail: musicteachertraining@gmail.com 
              eleanore.mcleod@gmail.com 
 
 

 

mailto:musicteachertraining%40gmail.com?subject=
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Manitoba and Saskatchewan Communities to host the Western Young Artist 

The public is invited to attend an exciting concert by pianist, Albert Chen as part of his seven-city Young Artist Tour 
throughout the Prairie Provinces.  

In Manitoba, concert venues, dates and contact personnel are as follows: 

Gimli: Saturday, September 15th, 7:30 pm at 17 Sunrise Drive, Miklavik. Contact Muriel Smith 
muriel.smith58@gmail.com for ticket information. 

Winnipeg: Sunday, September 23rd, 3 pm at Fort Garry Mennonite Fellowship, 150 Bayridge Avenue. Tickets available in 
advance or at the door. Contact Annette Hay annettehaygeige@shaw.ca for ticket information. 

Killarney: Wednesday, September 26th, 6:30 pm at Killarney United Church, 432 Williams Avenue. Contact April Gibson 
dagibson@mymts.net for ticket information. 

Regina: Friday, September 28th, Venue and time TBA. Contact: Sandra Kerr sandrah.kerr@gmail.com for ticket 
information. 

Swift Current: Saturday, September 29th, 7 pm at Mount Calvary Lutheran church, 101 – 3rd Avenue. Contact Marilyn 
King c.m.king@sasktel.net for ticket information. 

Saskatoon: Sunday, September 30th, Emmanuel Anglican Church, 609 Dufferin Street, Time TBA. Contact Kathleen 
Solose Kathleen.solose@usask.ca for ticket information. 

Prince Albert: Thursday, October 4th, 7 pm at Calvary United Church 114 – 5th Street East. Contact Marilyn Lohrenz 
wmlz@shaw.ca for ticket information. 

Rosetown: Friday, October 5th, 7 pm at Upper Hall, Rosetown United Church, Upper Hall, 118 – 2nd Ave. East. Contact 
Claire Seibold rcseibold@sasktel.net for ticket information. 

The program will include Domenico Scarlatti’s Keyboard Sonata in F minor, K 69, Frédéric Chopin’s Polonaise in F sharp 
minor, op. 44, Ludwig Van Beethoven’s Piano Sonata no. 21, op. 53 “Waldstein”, and other works. 

Since the age of seven, pianist Albert Chen has achieved numerous successes in provincial, national, and international 
competitions. In 2014, Albert represented Manitoba at the CFMTA National Piano Competition in Halifax, where he 
received the Willard Schultz prize. He was awarded the Lieutenant Governor’s Trophy for being the best performer in 
the Winnipeg Music Festival and represented Manitoba at the FCMF National Finals for three consecutive years. From 
2012 to 2016, Albert was selected to participate in the Morningside Music Bridge program, in which his recordings have 
been included in two of their Highlight Collection CD’s. His chamber group performed at the Forbidden City Concert Hall 
in Beijing as part of the 2016 MMB Gala Concert. Albert was a 1st place winner in the 2015 American Protégé 
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International Piano Competition, in which he performed at Carnegie Hall in NYC. Furthermore, Albert won the 2017 U of 
M Concerto Competition and will be performing Beethoven’s “Emperor" Concerto with the UM Symphony Orchestra 
next season. He was also awarded 1st prize at the 2018 Lawrence Genser Competition. Albert is the recipient of the 
Katherine May Quilliam Scholarship and was placed on the Dean’s Honour List for outstanding academic and musical 
achievements.  

The Western Young Artist Competition and Tour are projects of the Canadian Federation of Music Teachers' Associations 
and its provincial counterparts in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. The competition is open to pianists, singers and 
instrumentalists of high calibre who are currently studying with a Registered Music Teacher. For more information on the 
Young Artist Series please visit www.cfmta.org 

 
For more information on the Canadian Federation of Music Teachers’ Associations and its projects, please visit 
www.cfmta.org 
 
Source:  Muriel Smith 
 Convenor, Western Young Artist Tour 
 Email: muriel.smith58@gmail.com 
 

 

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF MUSIC TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS
FÉDÉRATION CANADIENNE DES ASSOCIATIONS DE PROFESSEURS DE MUSIQUE

YOUNG ARTIST CONCERT TOUR

2018 WESTERN

ALBERT CHEN PIANO

PRESENTS

GIMLI, MANITOBASaturday, September 15th   
 7:30 pm

Contact: Muriel Smith • Email: muriel.smith58@gmail.com

Phone or text 204-781-2307 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBASunday, September 23th         3:00 pm

Contact: Annette Hay • Email: annettehaygeige@shaw.ca

Phone: 431-335-2849
KILLARNEY, MANITOBAWednesday, September 26th   6:30 pm

Contact: April Gibson • Email: dagibson@mymts.net
Phone: 204-523-4037 

REGINA, SASKATCHEWANFriday, September 28th  7:00 pm
Contact: Sandra Kerr • Email: sandrah.kerr@gmail.com

Phone: 306-584-9547

SWIFT CURRENT, SASKATCHEWAN
Saturday, September 29th    TBA
Contact: Marilyn King  • Email: c.m.king@sasktel.net
Home:  306-773-3906 •  Mobile: 306-741-2937SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWANSunday, September 30th  

TBA
Contact: Kathleen Solose • Email: Kathleen.solose@usask.ca

Phone: 306-374-4262
PRINCE ALBERT, SASKATCHEWAN 
Thursday, October 4th    7:00 pm
Contact: Marilyn Lohrenz • Email: wmlz@shaw.ca
Phone: 306-763-7382

ROSETOWN, SASKATCHEWANFriday, October 5th   7:00 pm
Contact: Claire Seibold • Email: rcseibold@sasktel.net

Home:  306-882-3591  •  Mobile: 306-831-8102



CANADIAN FEDERATION OF MUSIC TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS

FÉDÉRATION CANADIENNE DES ASSOCIATIONS DE PROFESSEURS DE MUSIQUE

YOUNG ARTIST CONCERT TOUR
2018  WESTERN

ALBERT  CHEN  PIANO

PRESENTS

GIMLI, MANITOBA     
Saturday, September 15th   7:30 pm
17 Sunrise Drive, Gimli 
    
Contact: Muriel Smith  
Email: muriel.smith58@gmail.com 
Phone or text  204-781-2307 

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA    
Sunday, September 23th                3:00 pm
Fort Garry Mennonite Fellowship
150 Bayridge Avenue 

Contact: Annette Hay
Email: annettehaygeige@shaw.ca
Phone:  431-335-2849

KILLARNEY, MANITOBA    
Wednesday, September 26th     6:30 pm
Killarney United Church
432 Williams Ave, Killarney
  
Contact: April Gibson  
Email: dagibson@mymts.net
Phone:  204-523-4037 



http://ca.yamaha.com
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P re-Diploma	Group’s	January	workshop	was	
presented	by	Heidi	Peters,	entitled	“STEP	
with	ME”.	Heidi	succinctly	described	her	

workshop	objective	as	follows:

Learn	the	most	fundamental	principles	of	teaching	
music	students	to	explore	their	abilities	to	move,	
hear,	read	music	and	work	collaboratively	while	
inspiring	their	creative	imagination. 

With	a	catchy	reminder	of	“W6+1”	Heidi	encouraged	
us	to	work	towards	successful	application	of	these	
principles	by	focussing	on	the	following	questions:	

Why, What, Who, When, Where, Which and How. 

She	opened	the	workshop	by	asking	us	the	thought-
provoking	question:

Why are you doing what you are doing? 

We	were	reminded	to	focus	on	teaching	to	the	
essential	skills	that	professional	musicians	require	–	
sight	reading,	healthy	technique,	ear	training	as	well	
as	practice	strategies.	Heidi	shared	many	practical	
ways	we	can	nurture	these	skills	in	our	day	to	day	
teaching	including	ways	to	develop	core	strength,	
freedom	of	movement,	improvisation	as	well	as	
strategies	for	ear	training.	She	also	reinforced	how	
important	it	is	to	encourage	students	to	“let	go”	by	
focusing	on	breathing	to	regulate	stress	and	anxiety	
and	using	a	variety	of	senses	for	more	successful	
musical	understanding	and	performance.	

Finally,	she	encouraged	us	to	ask	ourselves	on	a	
regular	basis:

Why do you think that was a good idea? 

The	group	would	like	to	thank	Heidi	for	pushing	us	
to	delve	in	a	little	deeper	and	enjoy	the	discoveries	
that	lie	ahead,	which	ultimately	make	us	into	better	
musicians	and	teachers.	

The Pre-Diploma Group
  January Workshop  with Heidi Peters
 Submitted by Christina Hutton
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T he	Pre-Diploma	Group	
Spring	Masterclass	with	
Jane	Petroni	was	held	

Sunday,	April	8th	at	the	home	of	
Eleanor	Lwiwski.	Three	students	
treated	the	audience	to	a	diverse	
program,	beginning	with	Martina	
Ma’s	performance	of	Golliwogg’s	
Cake-Walk	by	Claude	Debussy.	The	
second	performer,	Nika	Martinussen,	
played	the	1st	movement	(Pastoral)	of	
Beethoven’s	Sonata	no.	15,	opus	28	in	
D	major,	and	the	afternoon	concluded	
with	Kevin	Wu’s	performance	of	All	
of	Me	by	contemporary	composer,	
Jon	Schmidt.	As	Ms.	Petroni	worked	
with	each	of	the	participants	she	
demonstrated	her	vast	experience	
and	brought	out	the	best	in	each	
performance.

The Pre-Diploma Group 
 Spring Masterclass with Jane Petroni

On behalf of the Pre-Diploma Group, a big Thank you to 
Jane for her generosity and her passion for teaching!

Jane working with Martina

Jane working with Kevin 

Martina, Kevin, Jane and Nika

Jane working with Nika 
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Scholarships	were	held	beginning	January	29th	and	
through	to	February	1st.	

The	following	were	the	adjudicators	for	this	event:	

Laura	Liu	–	Piano 
Margot	Harding	–	Vocal 
Rennie	Regehr	–	Instrumental

We	were	privileged	to	have	many	talented	performers	
in	the	various	levels	making	adjudicating	and	choosing	
a	winner	difficult.	The	winners	of	each	category	are	as	
follows:

Vocal:
Junior:	Claire-Marie	Peña	(Elizabeth	Rotoff)
Runner	up:		Nadia	Gill	(Kelly	Robinson)
Intermediate:	Ally	Loyns	(Tiffany	Wilson)
Runner	up:	Alanna	McPerson	(Kelly	Robinson)
Senior:	none
Advanced: Christina	Thanisch-Smith
Runner	Up:	McKenzie	Warriner	(Mel	Braun)

Instrumental:
Junior: Mason	Dueck	(Andrea	Bell)
Runner	up:	Brody	Teichrib	(Karin	Erhardt)
Intermediate: William	Harder	(Laurel	Howard)
Runner	up:	Sophie	Reimer-Epp	(Laurel	Howard)
Senior: EmilyAnn	Dueck	(Laurel	Howard)
Runner	up:	Paolo	Camus	(Laurel	Howard)
Advanced: none

Piano: 
Junior: Eric	Wang	(Jane	Petroni)
Runner	up:	Malena	Neufeld	(Vikoriya	Tuz)
Intermediate:	Kendra	Palles	(Jane	Petroni)
Runner	up:	David	Nelson	(Leanne	Hiebert)
Senior:	Grace	Gabrielle	Lu	(Jane	Petroni)
Runner	up:	Jazlyn	Rohatensky	(Jane	Petroni)
Advanced: Sabina	Rzazade	(Alexander	Tselyakov)
Runner	up:	Shantelle	Mayo	(Alexander	Tselyakov)

MRMTA Music Scholarhip Series 2018
 Submitted by Norinne Danzinger-Dueck

Unfortunately,	the	number	of	competitors	were	only	42,	
piano	having	the	greatest	number	of	participants.

On	February	4th	the	Gala	Concert	featured	all	the	
scholarship	winners.	It	was	a	wonderful	evening	indeed	
and	I	encourage	all	our	members	to	attend	next	year’s	
Gala.	We	are	truly	blessed	to	have	an	array	of	very	
talented	students	in	Manitoba;	something	to	be	very	
proud	of.

Thank	you	to	the	following	volunteers	for	their	time	 
during	the	scholarship:	

Henriette	L.	Schellenberg
Jane	Petroni
Leanne	Lee
Linda	DePauw
Evangeline	Keeley
Karin	Erhardt
Tatyana	Rodionova
Helen	La	Rue
Andrea	Bell
Ken	Adams
Laura	Liu
Scott	Miller

Thank	you	also	to	Margot	Harding	and	Laurel	Howard	 
for	volunteering,	consultation	and	support.

Awesome volunteers Andrea Bell and Ken Adams  
(who must have just told a great joke!)
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MRMTA Music Scholarhip Series 2018 -  cont.

Congratulations MRMTA Scholarship Winners 2018

EmilyAnn Dueck 
Winner of the Senior Instrumental scholarship

Norinne our fearless leader ran a tight ship! 
Thanks Norinne!

Winner of Advanced Piano Sabina Rzazade with 
MRMTA President Leanne Hiebert
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The	paper	scholarships	were	very	difficult	to	choose	this	year.	 
There	were	a	total	of	22	applicants	for	6	awards	this	year.	

Congratulations	to	the	following	students	and	their	teachers.

Grace Rich-Bastin Memorial Award - Mitsuko	Miyamoto	(Cello)	student	of	Andrea	Bell

Madeleine Gauvin Scholarship - Olivia	Wurch	(Cello)	student	of	Andrea	Bell

Nita Eamer Memorial Scholarship Award - Freida	Bi	(Piano)	student	of	Jane	Petroni	
	 	 	 	 	 													Nika	Martinussen	(Piano)	Student	of	Jacqueline	Ryz

Harry Reginald Rowlin Memorial Strings Award - Maria	Guenther	(Cello)	student	of	Andrea	Bell	

Dorothy Lother Scholsrship - Angela	Ng	(Piano)	student	of	Jane	Petroni

Grace Rich-Bastin Keyboard/Instrumental Award - Callum	Goulet-Kligour	(Piano)	student	of	Jane	Petroni

Phyllis Holtby Scholarship - Lauren	McIlroy	(Piano)	Jacqueline	Ryz

Phyllis Holtby Scholarship - Ray	Guerard	(Piano)	Jacqueline	Ryz

Dorothy Holtby Scholarship - Christina	Thanisch-Smith	(Voice)	Monica	Housman

The	awards	were	presented	at	Serata:	An	Evening	of	Musical	Delights

Winners of Paper Scholarship Awards 2018
 R espectfully submitted by Eleanor Lwiwski

from L-R: Nika, Freida, Olivia, Angela, Callum, Christina, Lauren, Ray



 

An Introduction to Scales 
and Arpeggios for Piano 

by Irene & John Melnyk 
 

©2016 MelRyz Enterprises Ltd. 

 

 

All the major scales, 
arpeggios and the 
chromatic scale 
presented in a simple, 
intuitive way ‐ big 
notes, clear fingering, 
uncluttered pages 

 
“I’ve used this book for many 
years because it’s an easy and 
effective way to prepare young 
students for learning the 
technical requirements of early 
grade piano exams.” 

 ‐ Jacqueline Ryz
Senior Piano Examiner

Royal Conservatory of  Music 
Available at: 
  

Musical Tymes Ltd. – 1420‐D Clarence Avenue, Winnipeg 

Long & McQuade – 1845 Pembina Highway & 661 Wall Street, Wpg 
St. John’s Music – 1330 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg 

Ted Good Music – 747 10th Street, Brandon 
Tredwell’s Music Centre – https://www.tredwellsmusic.com 

 

See selected excerpts: http://www.jacquelineryz.ca/Melnykscalebook.pdf  

http://www.jacquelineryz.ca/Melnykscalebook.pdf
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This	year	we	held	our	28th	annual	Musicthon	at	
Grant	Park	Shopping	Mall.	

We	shortened	it	to	two	days	this	year	and	we	
did	not	have	the	help	of	Variety	so	we	set	up	an	
open	guitar	case	to	accept	any	donations.	While	
Grant	Park	Mall	is	not	the	busiest	of	malls,	we	still	
raised	$396.75	in	cash	donations.	From	the	110	
students	that	performed,	they	pledged	$4268.60	
for	a	grand	total	of	$4665.35.		Seventeen	teachers	
participated	and	seven	volunteers.

Money	raised	is	going	to	Margot	Harding’s	
Tinytunes	music	daycare	program	and	to	Joanne	
Diplock’s	Little	Miracles	Music	and	Play,	as	
well	as	an	“emerging	artist”	award	at	the	2019	
Convention.		

We	are	currently	looking	for	someone	to	become	
the	Musicthon	Coordinator	for	next	year.	A	
thorough	“to	do”	list	would	be	available	to	any	
person	interested.

MUSICTHON 2018
 Submitted by Gina Wedel
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T he	MRMTA’s	third	annual	Serata:	An	Evening	of	
Musical	Delights	took	place	Sunday	May	6th	at	St.	
Andrew’s	River	Heights	United	Church	and,	as	in	

its	two	previous	years,	I	would	have	to	say	it	was	quite	a	
delight!	Classic	107	was	a	great	help	in	both	promoting	the	
concert	as	well	as	providing	a	host,	Chris	Wolf.

The	repertoire	played	by	a	total	of	20	MRMTA	teachers	
was	well	varied,	as	was	the	instrumentation.	Though	there	
were	3	items	on	the	program	entitled	Prelude	they	really	
couldn’t	have	been	any	more	different	from	each	other	
(Bach,	Shostakovich,	Gershwin).	And	not	one	of	them	went	
first	on	the	program!

Our	wonderful	sponsor	St.	John’s	music	provided	the	
second	piano,	and	with	the	help	of	the	studio	of	Laura	Liu,	
the	two	pianos	were	tuned	up	and	ready	for	a	duo	and	
two	quartets.	As	you	can	see	from	the	pictures,	the	stage	
was	also	graced	by	violins,	viola,	oboe,	bassoon,	and	a	
vocalist.

The	church	was	full	and	the	audience	of	about	150	people	
had	many	chances	to	win	prizes	at	the	silent	auction	
where	there	were	16	baskets	up	for	grabs.	Participants	
were	generous,	and	through	tickets	sales,	the	auction	
and	donations,	we	raised	almost	$3000	toward	our	100th	
anniversary	and	the	conference,	A	Century	of	Sound	
Connections.	There	was	also	a	draw	for	3	kids’	prizes,	and	
they	were	kept	busy	answering	clues	around	the	church	
pertaining	to	the	night’s	program.	

Congratulations	to	the	Scholarship	winners	who	were	
present	to	receive	their	awards,	thus	wrapping	up	another	
year	of	competition	for	the	MRMTA.	A	new	scholarship	
was	announced,	the	“Marion	Nelson	Memorial	Piano	
Pedagogy”	award,	details	of	which	can	be	found	on	our	
website.	

Kudos	to	the	many	hard-working	volunteers	on	the	success	
of	this	fine	event.	These	concerts	don’t	take	place	without	
many	people	doing	hundreds	of	little	things!	Thanks	to	
the	performers	for	giving	your	time	and	talent	to	this	
fundraiser-	it	was	a	fabulous	evening	of	music,	and	if	you	
are	like	me,	you	are	already	considering	what	“could	be”	
for	next	year......

SERATA 2018
 Submitted by Leanne Hiebert

Annette and Evangeline speaking about the upcoming conference

20 MRMTA teachers performed at Serata.  
Here they are with host Chris Wolf

Our host from Classic 107 Chris Wolf
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Darryl Friesen and Claudette Caron were 
on fire with their Allegro in a minor, 

Lebenssturme, by F Schubert

Eleanore McLeod playing Bridal Suite by 
Kenneth Peacock

Laura Liu and Evangeline started the evening 
with a piano duo! They performed  the 2nd  
and 3rd movements from Concerto in C for  

Two Pianos, Four Hands by FJ Haydn

Mon coeur s’ouvre a ta voix by Saint-Saens, 
from Samson et Dalila  sung by Elizabeth 
Rotoff, Lee Houghton-Stewart at the piano

Annette Hay our vice prez with Dale Rogalsky at the piano.  
They played 2 very enjoyable pieces, Berceuse by Faure and Two 
Guitars, a russian Gypsy Folk song arranged by WF Ambrosio

Judith Deborah put us under her spell playing 
Persian Dance by Gurdijieff and deHartmann

SERATA 2018 - cont.
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SERATA 2018 - cont.

Bach Prelude from Suite No. 1  
played beautifully on the viola by 

Krystena Krahn

Leanne, Lee, Leanne & Dianne all 
in a row! Gershwin’s 3 Preludes as 
an eight hand arrangement were  

a great end to the program

Liz and Scott Miller played 
I.Wandering & III. 

The Hunter from Mill songs 
 Four Mtamorphoses after Schubert 

by D Welcher

Oh here’s the Champagne Toccata by Gillock 
played by Lisa, Leanne, Mavis and Tiffany

Our youngest and very talented member Tianhao 
Wang with Darryl Friesen playing 3 Preludes  

by Shostakovich and arranged by Tsyganov

They’ve got the Champagne but  
where’s the Toccata?

The donated gift baskets set up beautifully  
by Viktoriya Tuz and Eleanor Epp. 

This part of our fundraiser brought in $835. 
Thanks to everyone involved.
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S ince	MRMTA	teachers	were	working	hard	preparing	
to	perform	at	our	fundraising	concert,	Serata:	An	
Evening	of	Musical	Delights,	we	decided	to	organize	

a	masterclass	for	them.	About	twenty	of	us	gathered	at	the	
new	Desautels	Music	Building	Annex	to	get	some	feedback	
and	teaching	tips	from	Dr.	Darryl	Friesen.	For	some,	it	was	
their	first	time	in	this	new	space,	and	it	was	great	to	meet	
for	a	few	hours,	hear	a	variety	of	music	and	observe	our	
talented	colleagues	in	the	hotseat	:D	

Our	first	performer	was	Eleanore	McLeod	playing	Bridal	
Suite	by	Kenneth	Peacock.	It’s	a	charming	suite	and	was	
played	with	much	character	and	variety.	Darryl	encouraged	
Eleanore	to	bring	out	even	more	drama	in	the	piece	and	
praised	her	improvisatory	skills!	We	need	to	bring	out	
those	big	accents	even	if	we	end	up	with	a	“fistful	of	wrong	
notes”.

Rachel	Dueck	then	played	Beethoven	Sonata	no.	90 and 
performed	both	movements	by	memory.	Bravo	Rachel!	
Darryl	worked	with	Rachel	on	“gesture”	and	encouraged	us	
to	remember	that	gesture	is	not	done	for	its	own	sake;	the	
gesture	is	what	produces	the	sound.	I	really	appreciated	
all	of	the	physiological	references	that	were	touched	on,	
including	rotating	the	elbows	away	from	the	body	and	
feeling	the	space	between	the	ribcage	and	upper	arms.	
Darryl	showed	us	how	he	gets	his	students	to	demonstrate	
the	rotation	of	playing	broken	chords	in	the	air,	which	I	am	
sure	to	use	with	my	students	in	future!	I	also	enjoyed	being	
reminded	of	playing	on	the	fallboard	to	work	on	tone.	

Next	was	Agatha	Warkentin	who	played	the	Nocturne	
in	C#	minor	op.	posth	by	Chopin.	Darryl	discussed	the	
form	of	this	piece	in	a	very	interesting	way,	with	the	
outside	sections	representing	his	life	outside	his	beloved	
Poland	and	the	inner	section	being	a	very	heartfelt	sort	
of	Mazurka,	portraying	the	pain	and	sorrow	of	being	
away	from	home.	All	musicians	benefit	by	making	a	story	
for	our	pieces	and	this	can	often	appeal	especially	to	
young	learners.	He	worked	on	the	2	against	3	patterns	
and	demonstrated	the	ending,	encouraging	us	to	get	our	
students	to	sing	those	long	groups	of	17-note	(or	some	
such	crazy	number)	runs	to	find	out	how	to	place	them	
rhythmically.

Lastly,	Lisa	Penner	and	I	played	4	of	the	8	hands	from	
our	quartet,	William	Gillock’s	Champagne	Toccata	for	2	
pianos,	Eight	hands.	Yes,	it	was	humbling	to	be	told	my	
right	hand	was	too	loud,	but	a	great	experience	to	be	in	a	
lesson-type	setting	again.	He	helped	us	hear	the	details	in	
our	playing	and	when	we	get	together	to	rehearse	as	a	full	
quartet	we	will	be	a	step	ahead	in	listening	for	balance	and	
articulation.	

We,	as	teachers	and	experienced	performers,	are	never	
above	getting	another	musician	to	listen	to	us	and	give	
feedback.	Everyone	was	grateful	to	Darryl	for	supplying	
some	very	useful	tips	which	included	how	to	get	around	
some	difficult	passages	using	a	different	gesture,	crescendo 
through	held	notes,	try	a	different	fingering	or	different	
hand,	or	to	even	fix	a	note	that	we	had	gotten	used	to	in	
our	own	ears!	Thanks	Darryl,	for	being	such	a	positive	and	
fun	master	of	this	class!	

April 22nd: A Teachers’ Masterclass with Darryl Friesen 
 Submitted by Leanne Hiebert

Dr. Friesen is in great demand as a soloist, collaborative artist, teacher, and clinician.  
He and his wife live with their four children in Winnipeg, Manitoba. He is currently a 
Sessional Instructor at the University of Manitoba’s Desautels Faculty of Music, and also 
works as a collaborative artist and coach at the Rosamunde Summer Music Academy in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.
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My Musical Journey to Master and Love Piano 
  The Story of a young boy who was fighting for his life
  by Sébastien Forest

Sébastien Forest, Grade 1 Piano,  
student of Michele Leclerc

T here	are	lots	of	musical	instruments	someone	can	
learn,	however,	I	always	was	intrigued	to	learn	
and	master	the	piano.	I	distinctly	remember	when	

I	was	7	years	old,	listening	to	my	Grandfather	Gilles	Forest,	
playing	wonderful	piano	pieces	that	would	bring	joy	to	my	
ears	and	heart.	I	know	you	will	have	to	agree,	that	music	
is	kind	of	magical,	because	it	can	connect	with	someone’s	
emotions,	can	make	us	bust	a	move,	or	move	us	to	tears	
with	special	fond	memories	that	we	have	connected	
with	the	song.	For	all	these	reasons,	my	mind	was	set	on	
learning	to	play	the	piano.

In	order	for	me	to	learn	and	master	the	piano	I	had	to	
overcome	some	difficult	obstacles.	Let	me	take	you	
back	a	few	years	to	when	I	was	3	years	old	lying	in	a	
coma,	fighting	for	my	life.	Due	to	my	long	and	complex	
medical	journey,	I	battled	with	an	autoimmune	disease	
that	consequently	gave	me	three	brain	haemorrhages.	
My	entire	body	was	paralyzed,	therefore	I	had	to	
relearn	to	walk,	talk,	eat,	etc.	and	also	endured	years	
of	physiotherapy	to	regain	my	bodily	functions	again.	
However,	my	entire	left	arm	and	hand	were	paralyzed	for	9	
months	and	still	to	this	day	is	my	weaker	arm	and	hand.

When	I	play	the	piano,	I	need	both	hands	to	play,	but	I	
have	trouble	with	my	left	hand	due	to	my	coma.	When	I	
turned	10	years	old,	my	family	had	finally	found	a	teacher	
that	was	willing	to	work	with	me	despite	my	difficulties	
with	my	left	hand.	Learning	to	play	the	piano	turned	out	to	
be	quite	a	challenge	for	my	left	hand	due	to	my	coma	and	
the	damage	it	had	done	to	my	brain,	which	affected	the	
way	my	brain	would	function	and	learn.

Fortunately,	my	wonderful	piano	teacher	recognized	my	
frustrations	and	she	was	very	understanding.	She	helped	
me	to	embrace	my	difficulties	by	teaching	me	to	be	patient	
with	my	weak	hand,	and	it	help	me	tremendously.

With	this	special	support	of	my	lovely	piano	teacher	I	was	
able	to	challenge	my	weak	left	hand,	and	over	time	my	left	
hand	became	stronger.	In	addition,	I	was	able	to	play	songs	
that	appealed	to	me,	like	themes	from	Star	Wars	movies,	
which	motivated	me	to	continue	to	play	the	piano.	Every	
time	I	would	play	those	songs,	I	felt	instantly	transported	
into	the	movie.

Most	importantly,	after	all	the	challenges	with	my	weak	
hand,	I	was	able	to	perform	at	the	University	of	Manitoba	
for	my	first	recital	at	the	Faculty	of	Music.	Through	those	
wonderful	experiences	that	my	fantastic	piano	teacher	
provided,	I	have	overcome	my	obstacle	to	master	this	
beautiful	instrument.

Still	to	this	day	it	can	be	a	challenge	for	my	left	hand,	
but	the	joy	that	comes	with	playing	the	piano	can	not	
stop	me	to	continue	to	learn	and	play	the	piano	daily.	
The	instrument	allows	me	to	be	an	outlet	to	express	my	
feelings	when	I	have	a	bad	day,	my	creativity	as	well	as	
creating	my	own	music	pieces.

In	conclusion,	I	strongly	believe	that	learning	to	play	the	
piano	not	only	helped	me	to	get	my	left	hand	stronger,	but	
also	improved	and	strengthened	my	brain.	Every	time	I’m	
sitting	down	to	play	the	piano,	I’m	also	exercising	my	brain	
and	keeping	it	strong.	Furthermore,	mastering	the	piano	
has	made	me	a	happier	and	healthier	person	by	bringing	
so	much	joy	to	my	life.	Anytime	I	play,	it’s	like	that	feeling	
of	joy	that	overcomes	me	and	I’m	so	proud	that	I	never	
gave	up,	despite	the	difficult	journey	as	well	as	having	such	
a	wonderful	and	fantastique	piano	teacher	that	
never	gave	up	and	that	always	believed	in	me.
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Hello from the Editor
Hello	Everyone,

I	hope	the	weather	is	warming	up	and	spring	this	there	when	you	
get	this	issue.	I	am	looking	forward	to	coming	to	A	Century	of	Sound	
Connections	-	the	venue	looks	amazing	-	all	that	history.	Enjoy	this	
edition,	I	am	impressed	with	all	your	projects	and	opportunities	you	
give	your	students.	

Thanks,

Dina

To	ensure	your	Take	Note	Magazine	and	the	Canadian	
Music	Teacher	Magazine	is	delivered,	please	update	
your	address	with	our	Provincial Registrar.
registrar@mrmta.org
        Thank	you!

http://www.cmu.ca/music
http://www.jacquelineryz.ca/Melnykscalebook.pdf
mailto:musicteachertraining%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.rcmusic.ca
http://ca.yamaha.com
mailto:registrar%40mrmta.org?subject=
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